
For the Surfing to Malibu 

 

The great climate, the beautiful city, and the open mentality of the people: Felix Uebel studied six weeks in the City 

College of Pasadena - Ludwigshafen’s Sister City in the USA.  He felt so well there that he would gladly return and stay 

for a longer time. 

With the university-entrance diploma already under his belt, Felix was wondering how to make the most of his time 

before starting Law School in Heidelberg.  When he found out about the Circle of Friends Ludwigshafen-Pasadena, he 

quickly applied for the six-week student exchange program at the local City College: “Of course California by itself was 

very enticing. Especially, since I had only visited New York for a week and had always wanted to spend more time in the 

USA to get to know the country and the people.” Said the 20 year old.  

Felix is very happy not to have missed out on such an incredible experience.  It was nice to meet so many young people, 

experience the U.S. educational system first-hand, and get a feel for the “flair” of college. For some high school 

graduates, community college serves as an orientation to what’s in store in the future, while others plan to transfer to a 

university later.    “I was there during the summer intersession.  There were also many new students; some were getting 

a second chance to receive education and training; others in their mid-forties were taking courses to improve their skills 

in personal hobbies like photography,” [Felix] explains. The native of Ludwigshafen, on the other hand, attended courses 

in journalism and film; working with several classmates, he shot and produced a small comedy and produced a short 

documentary. The topic: Goals and Dreams of College Students. 

For Felix, a particularly important aspect was spending time with his host families – a different one each week.   Unlike 

just staying in a hotel, [Felix] really got to know the host families and found out that the typical US family does not exist, 

at all.  First and foremost, he was very impressed with the warmth of his host families and how much many older 

couples, including the main organizer Michael Warner devoted themselves to the program: “And they have a great 

interest in Ludwigshafen although the city is so far away from them.” Highlights beyond the classes, which always took 

place from Monday to Friday, were the excursions with the host families: “A 70-year-old took me surfing in Malibu,” 

raves Felix.  He also visited the famous Walk of Fame in Hollywood.  

What's more, Felix has learned to cope with different situations and adapting to different people. Staying in Pasadena 

has widened his horizon and made him a more open person, he says. It is no surprise then that he is drawn to going back 

to the U.S. and spending more time there.  The young native of Ludwigshafen is already thinking about spending a 

semester abroad during his university studies.  However, he doesn’t want to go just anywhere:  “I was really taken by 

Southern California; my dream is to go back,” says Felix.  Other benefits include his newly formed friendships which are 

easy to maintain with the help of the social network Facebook.  This applies, not only to his US hosts, but also to other 

exchange students.  “I got along very well with the German exchange student from Beindersheim and the three Finnish 

and two Japanese exchange students from the other Sister Cities who were also in Pasadena, and we plan to stay in 

touch,” Felix states.  In order to make sure that  Americans from Pasadena will spend an equally nice, enriching time in 

Germany,   he wants to host an exchange student himself next year: “However, I still need to discuss this with my 

parents because it would be very difficult to do in my studio student apartment in Heidelberg,”  he grins.  During his 

leisure time [Felix] keeps in shape with track and field and enjoys playing golf. 

Illustration (left): No wonder studies are fun here: Felix in front of the Pasadena City College. 

Illustration (right): No less imposing is the City Hall of the city, which the native of Ludwigshafen also visited. 
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